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Karski, Jan. Story Secret State. Houghton, Mifflin. 


Nov. 28, 1944. $3.00. 


know that many people will not believe me, will not 
able believe me... All can say that saw and 
that the truth.” language and the very 
personal note Jan Karski’s unforgettable pages exclude 
all thought doubt from the fascinated reader’s mind 
races through four years Polish resistance 
attempted conquest. only when one would repeat 
the Karski Odyssey another that catches himself 
questioning: such things be?” The Story Secret 
State has read, and that with the Lieutenant’s own 
reflection made French guerre” laxity 
regard fifth column infiltration: the war hasn’t 
yet reached serious stage here takes defeat like 


The story the organized State that would not die, even 
land where 60,000 Gestapo agents and army sought 
crush means heinous the Nazi policy 
“collective responsibility,” largely history indi- 
viduals whose very personalities were altered. secret 
mobilization the fateful night August 23, 1939, 
yanks young, erudite, demography-steeped Polish officer 
from gay legation ball the barracks the Polish- 
German frontier. Rout before the Blitz strikes 
Oswiecim the morning September ends Tarno- 
pol, where Karski and his comrades learn the Russian 
invasion protect “the Ukrainian and White Russian 
population.” “There longer Polish High Command 
nor Polish Government,” radioes the Kremlin, and that 
before the fall Warsaw. Weary soldiers, duped into 
the surrender their arms, are rattled over the tracks 
bleak Russia where they become the prisoners their 


new comrades. Bent escape our disillusioned officer 
changes clothes with fellow-prisoner and becomes 
private order take advantage the Molotov-Rib- 
bentrop prisoner exchange agreement. the 
fools! They don’t know what they’re letting themselves 
for,” taunt the Ukrainian and White Russian prisoners 
for whom Karski and his fellow Poles German descent 
are having themselves exchanged. “Don’t worry about us. 
know what are doing. don’t envy you 
either,” fling back the patriots they cross the bridge 
into the hands the Germans. 


headlong plunge into the dark from the window 
moving prison train frees Karski from his new captors 
and enables him into still smoking Warsaw. All 
changed the capital and old threads cannot taken 
anew. sister, once loved for her gay vitality, 
now listless widow dumb with grief. old friend, 
Dziepatowski, artist who had venerated his violin, 
now become merciless agent Poland’s Underground; 
his work “to carry out the sentences death mem- 
bers the Gestapo condemned the Underground 
authorities.” was his contact with Dziepatowski that 
began Jan Karski’s amazing four years liaison officer 
the internal and external life Nazi Europe’s toughest 
secret state—a state where startling character transforma- 
tions became the order the day. 


Thus Jan Karski’s first mission the exiled Government 
France was made under the direction one, Borecki, 
lawyer-scientist turned blueprint maker for the Under- 
ground. preliminary investigation .Lwow, 
Russia’s half Poland, the new recruit was informed 
former professor his that the Soviet Police are more 
experienced, far more clever and scientific than even the 
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Gestapo. Then there was Danuta Sawa, gentle daughter 
the manorial family whom Jan was sent for his 
“quarantine” after his breath-taking escape 
Gestapo; shall weak girl once again,” she said 
after she had seen carried their gruesome end the 
plans she laid for the hanging detested “Volks- 
traitor. 


Jan Karski’s secret state was topsy-turvy world, land 
changed values and strange contradictions. was 
place where the man underground, hunted though 
was, was better off than the man above. Poland be- 
came land intrigue and crazing suspense, place 
where co-worker nun’s habit could bring the Cross 
Valor and cyanide pill faking hospital patient; 
rescue squads had their orders duplicate: “The first 
was everything our power help you escape. 
The second was shoot you failed. You were 
lucky.” has been place where times the stubborn 
patriot could unwittingly harm his country. Thus 
from Polish colleague German name the “essen- 
tially German city Poznan” Karski learned that “By 
being patriotic and independent, many those who 
refused register are doing our cause disservice 
Because this shall see total purge the Polish 
population this province.” And yet Poland has never 
known Quisling. 


Lt. Jan Karski has produced document historical 
value. insists that the secret State’s Underground 
activity has been business, not melodramatic, candle- 
light affair. The book contains not only account 
the author’s own activities; satisfying tale the move- 
ment entire nation told. one’s sacrifice 
left out. has chapter the heroic “liaison 
women” whose “average life” seldom lasted beyond few 
months. Karski inspires with his detailed story the 
secret State’s complete program underground education, 
Poland’s effective remedy for the Germans’ systematic 
effort destroy her youth with pornography. Many, 
like the author’s liaison boy and protegé, Tad Lisowski, 
were salvaged the officer’s schools and underground 
night schools. Diplomas arrived calling cards! 


Lt. Karski’s pages are aimed, too, provoking thought 
the West. remarks that the masses European 
youth who have been deprived education for long, 
utterly perverted, “will constitute one the crucial 
problems postwar Europe.” His eyewitness account 
the bloody sacrifice the Jews for reasons strategy 
horror which responsible world-citizen will want 
spare himself. 


his latest mission London and finally this country 
Jan Karski carried the handle razor microfilmed 
thousand-page report from the secret State the outer 
world. One hears stern reminder some the words 
that document: “The leaders the Democratic world 
should remember that whatever they say about Poland 
taken literally here and not regarded empty, bom- 
bastic phrases. When was said that ‘the world pays 
tribute the Polish nation for its uniformly noble and 
unyielding attitude this war and will remember it,’ 
the suffering inhabitants Poland accept fact that 


‘the world pays tribute and will remember’. 


Frank Fadner, 
University Scranton 
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Crow, Carl. China Takes Her Place. Harper. Nov. 
1944. 282p. $2.75. 


The recall General Stilwell and the return Ambas- 
sador Gauss have created dark doubts the public mind 
about our allies the East. The intentions China 
and even her sincerity ally have been the subject 
unofficial debate. This book should much help 
the situation. not book about the present crisis, 
even about the present war; not plea for 
book about China that happens published 
most opportune time. book about China and 
her leaders and her struggles within and without from 
the revolution 1911, when the Manchu dynasty was 
overthrown, down the present, from the first victory 
Sun Yat-sen down the present troubles Chiang 
Kai-shek. may that Mr. Crow, during his thirty 
years China, has acquired something the dispas- 
sionate attitude the Chinese. Whether natural 
acquired virtue, writes familiarly and dispassionately 
the things has seen and the people has known. 
imparts his readers not only measure the respect 
which himself feels for the Chinese but also appre- 
ciation their difficulties and disappointments. 


chronology the very beginning the book, listing 
important events and names from 1911 the present, 
wins the gratitude the reader the very start. One 
feels that Mr. Crow appreciates our difficulties with 
Chinese names, dates, and history, and wants under- 
stand. 

The succeeding chapters not tell the story China 
terms battles fought and wars won nor lost, 
terms political parties that rose and fell: but terms 
the people who led them. The two great leaders 
modern China, Sun Yat-sen and Chiang Kai-shek, receive 
most sympathetic treatment from Mr. 
careers are outlined, their characters portrayed, their 
great virtues and their human failings, successes and dis- 
appointments, described such way that one cannot 
escape feeling that has been the presence truly 
noble men. 

China’s disappointment being left out the Versailles 
treaty, while Japan was enriched the expense con- 
quered Germany; China’s relations with Russia the 
early days the Nationalist movement, and her subse- 
quent break with Russia because the latter’s inter- 
ference with China’s domestic policy; China’s relations 
with Japan, her long-suffering and helplessness during the 
period threatening and during the days encroach- 
ment: these are all told such way win under- 
standing and sympathy for country that has been un- 
fortunate her friends well her own internal 


life. 

Such simple approaches the significance queue 
Chinese 1911, and why the revolution had succeed 
once the republican soldiers had done away with their 
queues, make fascinating reading. Many the incidents 
the book have something the quality comic opera, 
such that the Chinese war-lord, who, forced make 
public apology the Japanese government bringing 
his troops the embassy salute the Japanese, carried 
out the demand, and then proceeded through the 
same maneuver before every legation the city. 


relief discover book about one our allies 
author whose acquaintance with the country covers 
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thirty years—not thirty days, less. That fact alone 
recommendation, but addition Mr. Crow has familiar, 
humorous, friendly tone that betrays deep knowledge 
and great respect for the people writes about. 
Charles Denecke, J., 


University Scranton 


Bourke-White, Margaret. They Called “Purple Heart 
Combat Chronicle the War Italy. 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 20, 1944. 182p. $3.00. 


Many correspondents’ books have come out the present 
war; very few them have been women; only one 
that sex has given both verbal 
descriptions any part the war. She did that once 
Shooting the Russian War and now she does again 
giving photographic record that terribly blood- 
stained path Cassino together with verbal account 
how our men worked follow that path and her own 
personal adventures during the filming the record. 
virtue her reputation photographer, her accredita- 
tion war correspondent for Life and her undoubtedly 
facile skill dealing with brass hats Miss Bourke-White 
succeeded reaching areas the front seldom opened 
her sex and succeeded also recording remarkable 
series photographs. Helpful also was her mission 
photograph the activities the Army Service Forces, the 
men who make “Logistics” more than mere word, 
mission dear the collective hearts the War Depart- 
ment that time. 


Shortly after the fall Naples Miss Bourke-White was 
flown Italy where, with the assistance the incom- 
parable Corporal Jess Padgitt, she began her jauntings 
and filmings. She covered the work the Cub pilots 
artillery observers and flew missions with them; 
she found the engineers busily repairing German demoli- 
tion, building docks, roads, bridges and other facilities; 
she saw men the ordnance groups, quartermaster com- 
panies, the Counter Intelligence Corps, the AMC, the 
Red Cross, the Medical Corps, the nurses, tank destroyers 
and artillerymen. Miss Bourke-White penetrated far 
into the front lines, she lived with the men she 
met the mud and storm, she was under fire. Her final 
mission was the most noteworthy. She filmed battery 
155 millimeter American “Long Toms” they laid 
down night barrage Mt. Trocchio. She also devoted 
great deal attention the work the Medical 
Corps and her description this case quite well done. 
Also great deal attention given the men the 
Counter Intelligence Corps who are, her, among the 
most remarkable the army. After completing her 
photography she left Italy and also her faithful and in- 
domitable Padgitt who was later wounded while heroically 
fighting Anzio but now recovering. 


Miss Bourke-White comments all standard 
phenomena covered correspondents such books— 
the bravery and sacrifices all ranks, the horrors war, 
the terrors being strafed and bombed and artillerized, 
confusion and inarticulateness those who were asked 
why they were fighting—these and others receive her 
attention. Here her work, though fairly competent, 
more than the average correspondent has done. The 
photographs however, which form more than quarter 
the book are excellent. Some them have appeared 


Bourke-White Carter 


171 


before Life, some are new but all are well done. She 
has photographed men, machines, terrain and action and 
done them all uniformly well. Because the general 
subject matter and some slight mention prostitution 
the book does not seem entirely suitable for general high 
school readers but for other classes acceptable. 


* * * 


Carter, Hodding. The Winds Fear. 
hart. Oct. 19, 1944. 278p. $2.50. 


This the story certain happenings the Southern 
small town, Carvell City, the years 1943 and 1944. 


replace easygoing town marshal Wade Hendricks, 
killed drunken Negro, the mayor and council select, 
“to keep the niggers their place,” Cancy Dodd, tough 
character with two notches already his gun. Cancy 
soon strikes partnership with Savvy Bertelli, local 
storekeeper and bootlegger, establish monopoly 
booze-selling the colored denizens Kirby’s Quarters, 
the town’s Negro section. Catfoot Grimes Bertelli’s 
Negro representative, and Cancy Dodd sees that 
Catfoot has competition. 


Meanwhile, Alan Mabry, son the Carvell City Salute’s 
wner and editor, invalided home after losing arm 
fighting the Japanese. Brought his parents 
abhor discrimination against and brutality toward colored 
people, Alan shocked Carvell City’s atmosphere 
race prejudice and outraged the doings Marshal 
Dodd. One Cancy’s earlier exploits had been the 
shooting small provocation Negro soldier. Backed 
Bertelli’s perjured evidence, Cancy was exonerated. 
But the local colored physician, Dr. Stanley, wrote bitter 
account the affair for Northern Negro paper and 
correspondent for PM, after visiting Carvell City, con- 
tributed his mite sensational denunciation, with the 
result that couple prominent white citizens warn 
Stanley leave town. goes, but the incident deter- 
mines Alan stay Carvell City and help his father, 
Kirk Mabry, fight for tolerance and justice. 


The Mabrys get their chance when Cancy Dodd, 
piece blundering brutality, mortally offends one the 
town’s leading merchants, Will Prior. Bullying the trouble- 
hating mayor into appointing them special peace officers, 
Prior and group his friends frighten Bertelli into 
signing confession his and Cancy’s nefarious partner- 
ship bootlegging liquor the Negroes. And the 
council votes dismiss the marshal from his post. 


Rine- 


Returning drunk from fishing trip, Cancy Dodd, 
hearing what has happened, sets out take vengeance 
his Negro agent, Catfoot Grimes. the fray that 
follows Catfoot kicks and tramples Dodd death and 
himself shot down Dodd’s companion, who fires the 
house and lets Catfoot die the flames. Some Cancy’s 
friends try stir mob avenge the dead ex-marshal 
the black folk Kirby’s Quarters, but the Mabrys 
and their backers baffle this movement proving the 
crowd that Dodd brought his fate upon himself. Alan 
has learned something—you can face irrational prejudice, 
and sometimes you can face down. 


That the story The Winds Fear has tell, and 
story wise above the average. Where the 
author scores his depiction character. The people 
his book really live, and are almost photographically 


| 
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true types all Southerners know. The dour business- 
man who believes strong hand with the 
blacks; the bully Dodd, who ready furnish that 
strong hand; the editor Kirk Mabry and the colored school 
teacher Professor Monroe, who both long for interracial 
justice, but know must come out long-continued, 
patient effort; the Negro physician Dr. Stanley, who hates 
the whites for their arrogance and the blacks for their 
servility; the alarmist Clovis Buchanan, who never tires 
prophesying Negro uprising; the gossiping women 
the Defense Circle, who exchange, believe 
the wildest absurdities anent the Negro “menace”; the 
congressman, who bellows eloquently about White Su- 
premacy and Sacred Southern Womanhood—yes, 
know them all. 


pity that Mr. Carter has not added the other 
good qualities his book decent restraint expression. 
Like many other young writers the day, goes 
for that verbal exhibitionism which seems akin the 
propensity little boys chalk walls newly-learned 
smutty words. The language used many its charac- 
ters and the over-“realism” some its scenes make 
this otherwise well-written and effective novel suitable 
for only mature and discriminating readers. 

Winston, 

Richmond, Virginia 


Cohn, David Combustion Wheels. Houghton, 
Mifflin. Nov. 1944. 272p. $2.75. 


The title this book not nearly revealing its 
sub-title, “An Informal History the Automobile Age.” 
precisely that, and for that reason should prove 
especially interesting those adults who can recall the 
first halting movements this mechanical marvel. The 
whole story here, and has not been told interestingly 
any other writer. Those familiar with Mr. Cohn’s 
books with his magazine articles will race along happily 
with him, from the Duryea automobile 1892, down 
January 30, 1942, when the automobile plants closed 
down and prepared for war contract work. 


considerable amount space deservedly given 
Olds, associated with the early years the Olds- 
mobile, and later with the famous Reo, now name which 
means little many car owners. Likewise, the import- 
ance Henry Leland, “the Vermont prophet pre- 
cision” who “taught the United States the virtues and 
techniques precision manufacturing and interchange- 
able parts” emphasized. well know, was the 
adoption this practice which expedited the production 
cars and the same time simplified the problem 
repairs and replacements. would expected, Henry 
Ford receives more attention than any other man the 
industry. Although was able 1893 make his first 
car run, Ford went through two business failures before 
becoming factor importance the industry. the 
author makes clear, was not Ford’s original intention 
make low priced car. The degree success, finan- 
cially speaking least, which was finally achieved can 
gauged from the fact that Miss Rozetta Couzens, 
Detroit schoolteacher who grudgingly invested one hun- 
$355,000 for her support the new industry. re- 
organization 1906, Ford managed acquire control 


SELLERs 


58.5 per cent the shares, and was accordingly able 
thereafter dominate the company bearing his name. 
Durant, the insurance salesman, and Buick, the bathtub 
manufacturer, receive due credit for their contributions. 


One the best chapters the book entitled “Hatton 
Gap and Main Street” and Mr. Cohn analyzes the 
effect the automobile the rural areas and the small 
towns. not convinced that the unifying influence 
the automobile nearly great many others con- 
flexible transportation are obvious, but their unifying influ- 
ence may less than popularly supposed. The steam- 
ship marked enormous advance speed and comfort 
over sail, but its beginnings served rather promote 
the uses imperialism than the brotherhood man.” 
The author does not believe that better transportation 
will make all men brothers; fact, believes that 
learn more about some people, may like them less. 
His viewpoint not fantastic, the personal experience 
many who read these lines will testify. 


Thirty-one interesting illustrations early cars and auto- 
mobile advertisements are included. There are literally 
dozens passages crying for quotation. one has 
written more humorously about the Model than has 
Mr. Cohn. This reviewer will defy anyone read pages 
142-146 without least smiling. Anyone who can 
not merely indifferent clever writing; dead. 
And those who smile, there will very few who will 
not heartily recommend this story the mechanical 
device which, more than any other single factor, made 
the nation seem fairly prosperous during the decade 


the 1920’s. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Fosdick, Harry Emerson. Great Time 
Harper. Oct. 24, 1944. 235p. $2.00. 


gift apt illustration and very personal tone makes 
this collection twenty-five sermons exceptionally 
readable volume. Quiet tone, sincere, timely, they 
must have been effective when spoken from Dr. Fosdick’s 
pulpit. Their effectiveness due not much their 
timeliness (all are war-time sermons war-conscious 
audience) the fact that Dr. Fosdick always trying 
and frequently succeeding reaching the deeper feelings 
and convictions his When has made 
them conscious their truer feelings has excellent 
instrument for correcting their emotional lives and protect- 
ing them against the mild severe forms war hysteria 
and slogan intoxication. His appeal usually universal 
and necessary ethical truths, and the necessity purpose- 
ful action. 


Dr. Fosdick’s method that selecting well-known 
phrase text, which expresses religious truth, applying 
the present situation and the personal needs the 
listener. Seldom does refer the historical context 
the texts quotes, and result certain historical 
perspective, and with fuller understanding the 
truth question, lost. His purpose show that the 
truth, enuntiated Christ Paul, any the human 
writers the Sacred Books, harmony with the 
saner, deeper, but often unexpressed feelings the aver- 
age person. The hand practising psychologist wide 
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experience evident the application the truths the 
audience. 


times this method achieves striking results. the 
sermon entitled: Kind Penitence That Does Some 
Good,” the story the Prodigal Son used illustrate 
the truth: Don’t Waste Moral Failure, that learning 
from our own sad experience. There are also several 
places psychological insights into the character St. Paul 
that are excellent. 


This method effective where offers moral guidance 
insists ethical principles. When the sermons touch 
doctrinal points the method results rather vague 
and indecisive positions. The difficulty this, that 
can change our lives bring them into accord with prin- 
ciples; but cannot, without being 
honest, change facts bring them into accord with our 
feelings. not valid criticism traditional theology 
maintain that presents truths that are not consistent 
with our minds. 


firm belief miracles, and then explain miracles 
away incredible, unusual, unpredictable, but due after 
all the operation natural causes. There evi- 
dence that was high wind that dried the Red Sea and 
permitted the Israelites cross. (cf. The same 
defect evident when Dr. Fosdick speaks the Person 
Jesus Christ. says well that mere admiration, 
His Person, His doctrine, His life, not sufficient 
for believing Christian. Yet the doctrine the divinity 
Christ has been mistreated theology, put into terms 
incredible minds like ours. (p. 75). Perhaps, but 
wouldn’t more proper improve our minds? Christ 
is, according Dr. Fosdick, the revelation the eternal, 
the pioneer new humanity, revealer the Grace 
God, our physician, our saviour and our thus 
that must “believe” Him. Yet the Person and the 
Personality Christ remain vague. Moreover extends 
the meaning the “revelation the eternal” include 
the great men science, leaving believe that the 
excellence Christ over other men merely one 
degree, and more than that. 


These two criticisms sum the difficulty that Catholic 
reader will find the book. While the natural basis 
the sermons sound, with its insistence ends, pur- 
poses, values, ideals, and the necessity ordered, 
moral world, there nothing the supernatural the 
sermons. All doctrine explained merely natural 
basis; the appeal always natural morality. 


Since these were originally written sermons, and were 
not intended read consecutively, certain monotony 
produced the repetition favorite phrases and insist- 
ence identical issues, can forgiven. 


Because the content and the theological defects men- 
tioned the review the book not recommended. 
Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


* * * 


Sheen, Fulton Pillars Peace. Scribners. Nov. 
13, 1944. 112p. $1.75. 

seven brief chapters Monsignor Sheen proposes seven 
moral postulates for world peace. Beginning with plea 
addressed Protestants, Jews and Catholics, summons 
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them cooperate for social purposes, not for religious 
purposes. The Catholic position this delicate issue 
lucidly explained and solidly established frequent 
and apt references papal pronouncements. 
tion between men good will absolutely necessary 
for preserving the moral law the political, economic 
and international spheres. Catholics alone cannot estab- 
lish just and lasting peace because the United Nations 
they represent but minority. Those who still believe 
the natural law, however, constitute the 
and they can yet save the day for justice. surprising 
that the author does not mention here that the leaders 
the three dominant religious faiths America have 
already October 1943, taken the first step this 
direction composing “The Pattern 
for Peace.” Towards the conclusion this inspiring 
first chapter salutarily warns that this social coopera- 
tion, indispensable is, never substitute for 
religion. 

Observance the moral law the second pillar world 
peace. After clearly defining the moral law, the author 
shows its antagonist the law force. the past 
sheer and naked force has always failed provide the 
tranquillity for peace; and, once more 
tried, the result will calamitous. Yet there place 
for force, Pius XII and the American Bishops have 
recently observed, and unfortunate that Monsignor 
Sheen has not seen the relevance this point his 
second chapter. 


The third pillar concerns the right own private property 
and the correct use this ownership. Catholic teaching 
this important problem forcibly presented that 
will patent all. Then considers the rights and 
duties capital and labor the modern industrial 
world, strongly urging that they become co-partners 
management, ownership and profits. From property 
proceeds personality, showing that the state exists for 
the person, not the person for the state. Here properly 
insists the Christian value human personality, 
contrast the totalitarian concept the primacy 
race, state class. 


The family, the natural unit society, the next subject 
his study. Education belongs the family not only 
right but duty. Many false notions concerning 
the family and education are revealed cancers gnawing 
the vitals modern civilization. only step 
from the family the pillar freedom. Freedom 
moral, not physical, power. That why mis- 
understood materialists and atheists. The famous 
four freedoms must interpreted the light the 
moral law, else they are meaningless. 


the basic principle the international order pro- 
poses the pillar world unity. Here avoids geo- 
graphical considerations center his attention the 
unity deriving from creation and from the moral law. 
The moral law demands that recognize world unity 
applying the Atlantic Charter large and small 
nations alike. Poland, declares, will the test 
whether all these lives will have been spent vain. 


Many will regret that this volume entitled Seven Pillars 
Peace because for many months already the Federal 
Council Churches has publicized its programs the 
“Six Pillars Peace.” Considering his earnest plea for 
cooperation between men good will, Monsignor Sheen 


te 
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certainly would not wish give the impression that 
competing with the Federal Council the addition 
extra essential principle. the future instead each 
author’s presenting his own speculations peace plan- 
ning, would much wiser for religious leaders 
spend their talents explaining “The Pattern for Peace,” 
which has been officially recognized embodying the 
minimum requirements for just peace. Thus there will 
real unity effort for social purposes and the possi- 
bility good peace. 

Harry Koenig 

Mundelein, 


Jones, Virgil Carrington. Ranger Mosby. University 
North Carolina Press. Sept. 1944. 347p. $3.50. 


John Singleton Mosby (1833-1916), lawyer choice, 
soldier force circumstances, politician from sense 
duty, and always and everywhere Virginian Vir- 
ginians, had ideas advance his time. the War 
between the States anticipated the Commando tactics 
used the Allies the present conflict, and after the 
war perceived and boldly declared that the South’s 
political and economic salvation depended renouncing 
blind allegiance the Democratic party. gained the 
innovator’s usual reward. His unorthodox military suc- 
cesses made Northern press and generals call him 
bandit; his post-war support Grant and Hayes led die- 
hard Southern Democrats view him quasi-traitor 
the South. Actually, was very honest, very brave, 
very stubborn man, who, once had decided where the 
right lay, followed and fought for without any regard 
personal risk cost. 


Colonel Mosby, during the fifty-one years survived 
the Confederaccy, wrote good deal the way remi- 
niscences and military and political controversy. Several 
his old comrades published memoirs their service 
with him. But recently nothing the way 
Mosby biography existed. Now Virgil Carrington Jones, 
Virginian-born journalist, has produced out materials 
furnished books, magazines and newspaper articles, 
unpublished documents and the recollections Mosby’s 
surviving kinsfolk and acquaintances pen-portrait 
Colonel Mosby that seems all essentials true its 
original. 

indicates, Ranger Mosby does not pretend 
full-length biography. its 309 pages text, only 
seventeen are devoted its hero’s pre-war career, and 
but thirty-eight are allowed for the events his active, 
sometimes stormy, post-war life, which lasted better than 
half-century. 

Though originally strong anti-secessionist, Mosby took 
arms soon believed Virginia threatened with 
attack, did not, the end, disband the forces under him 
until twelve days after Lee’s surrender and made his own 
application for parole late June 13, 1865. 

After year’s service with the Ist Virginia Cavalry, 
which rose lieutenant and regimental adjutant, 
Mosby resigned his commission become scout for the 
dashing cavalry leader, Stuart. this work 
gained distinction, but toward the end 1862 saw and 
seized opportunity that the following two-and-a-half 
years brought him enduring fame. 


Jones 


Best SELLERs 


The Confederate Congress had, early 1862, passed 
Partisan Ranger Act which its author, Major John Scott, 
later described being “the application the prize prin- 
ciple nautical warfare land war.” The Rangers were 
regularly enlisted, uniformed Confederate troops, bound 
respect all the accepted restrictions and humanities 
civilized warfare; but they were not subjected routine 
camp-life and drill, they were allowed during intervals 
military inactivity live home the home 
friends, and they were permitted share among them- 
whatever lawful booty they might capture from 
the foe. 


The Federal armies had now advanced deep into Virginia, 
but behind their lines lay population for the most part 
hotly pro-Confederate. Mosby saw that band Rangers 
operating behind the invaders could, ably led, play 
havoc with the Federal supply and communication ser- 
vices, good deal impair Unionist morale, and 
activities wear out large extent the 
enemy cavalry. 


Authorized try his luck, Mosby with force nine 
men began his raids Federal picket lines the January 
the months passed his force grew nominal 
800. But preference Mosby relied swiftness and sud- 
denness attack, rather than numbers, and seldom 
used more than hundred men any given raid. Some- 
times his plans miscarried, once twice met with 
bloody repulses, three times was wounded; but, gener- 
ally speaking, his method doing the unlooked-for thing, 
unexpected time, unforeseen way gained 
Mosby and his Rangers almost unbelievable success. Every- 
one had heard their spectacular exploit carrying off 
Federal general out his own camp, and Grant records 
his memoirs that Mosby once came within ace 
capturing him. The more solid service, however, the 
Rangers their cause lay their success engaging the 
attention Federal troops that otherwise could have 
been put decisive use elsewhere. The Confederate 
high command appreciated the value Mosby and his 
followers. General Marcus Wright, authority Con- 
federate records, has stated that General Lee officially 
commended Colonel Mosby more often than did any 
other his subordinate officers. 


Mr. Jones his best that portion his book that 
deals with Mosby’s Ranger activities. not happy, 
think, his description Mosby’s post-war years. The 
facts are there—gathered with labor and stated fairly; 
but, somehow, the whole tone the final chapter seems 
bit off-key. Mr. Jones, though, contracted only tell 
Ranger Mosby, and that has done most admirably. 


There are few irritating flaws Ranger Mosby. The 
author sometimes slips into slang and two 
three places uses the name Confederate General 
Maxcy Gregg when alluding the Federal General David 
Gregg; and his account Mosby’s deathbed baptism 
unpleasing mixture bad taste and theological ignor- 
ance. These, though, are trifles good book fit 
commended all. 


Ranger Mosby has twenty illustrations, end-paper maps 


and index. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 
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Arno, Peter. Man the Shower. Simon Schuster. 


1944. 115 cartoons. $2.50. 


spite the current shortages paper these cartoon 
collections are fast becoming national fad whose popu- 
larity threatens rival the American taste for comic 
strips. And naturally Peter Arno must needs have 
one keep the swim, his first, the publishers say, 
since 1941. But don’t fooled—only few are really 
new, the rest should familiar those who read The 
New Yorker. usual Peter Arno specializes mostly 
the purely ludicrous but his efforts are not confined; they 
range all the way from farmers café society, from truck 
drivers the snooty and swank. usual also least 
half his attempts are suggestive, some slightly, others 
blatantly so. Some approach the obscene, indeed they 
have not slipped somewhat over the borderline. Since 
mere amusement scarcely justifies the inclusion such 
offensive material there seems little reason recommend 
such collection anyone. 


Family Slave. Roy. Nov. 20, 1944. 312p. $2.75. 


When the Western front was collapsing June 1940 
Alexander Janta was officer the Polish division which 
kept with the fight even after the French had given 
the defense patrie. Since the Poles had been threat- 
ened with death (or worse) upon capture Mr. Janta as- 
sumed the identity French soldier whose identifica- 
tion bracelet found. other prisoners was 
transported Germany, after spending some terrible 
weeks prisoner war camp. Inside Germany 
became war laborer, assigned work farm, 
duties with which was completely unfamiliar. the 
farm does not seem have been particularly abused 
except doing work beyond his physical capacity. Con- 
ditions the camp where the war laborers stayed, how- 
ever were quite different and far worse. Coupled with 
the strain hard physical work was the constant fear 
self-betrayal, that would reveal his Polish identity 
nightmare while feverishly ill. 


style, the account reflective character rather than 
anecdotal impassioned. rings authentic. would 
seem provide adults with new aspect this war with 
which they should acquainted. 


Massie, Chris. The Love Letters. Random House. Oct. 
23, 1944. 289p. $2.50. 


When Maurice Quinton helped 
Arthur Morgan writing some love letters Phoebe 
Morgan little thought they would result marriage 
between Arthur and Phoebe nor that himself would 
become her second husband after Arthur’s sudden death. 
Between the first and second marriage, double tragedy 
caused Phoebe lose her memory; she began new life 
with innocently joyful, child-like attitude which 
Maurice determined preserve keeping her from the 
everyday shocks reality. But Phoebe’s innocent love 
animals led her death. Then came sudden denoue- 
ment which revealed Maurice how consistent her inner 
life had been. 


For those who like tale introspection, this may 
suitable. one slightly suggestive scene (p. 16) 


Arno Janta Massie Perry 
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and references “The Virgin and Child” that are out 
place. Adult fare, anything; not recommended with 
warmth. 


Perry, and Isabell Leighton. Where Away. 
Modern Odyssey. Whittlesey. 1944. viii, 249p. $2.75. 


When the news Pearl Harbor came the East the 
American light cruiser Marblehead, third that name 
and fairly antiquated veteran, was unit the small 
Asiatic Fleet commanded Admiral Hart. That fleet 
was made three cruisers, some destroyers, submarines 
and auxiliary craft. Immediately was thrown into ac- 
tion check the southern surge the Japanese. The 
Marblehead, known the “Galloping Ghost the China 
Coast,” was match for Japanese fleet units since her 
armor was thin, her guns few and light and her detecting 
and communications mechanisms obsolete. She had two 
advantages—her speed and the undaunted courage, re- 
sourcefulness and ability her crew and skipper, Cap- 
tain, now Admiral, Robinson. these she wrote one 
the earlier naval sagas this war when, completely 
out commission, she managed limp home the 
face tremendous odds and insuperable difficulties. 


One fact that immediately strikes the reader that the 
Marblehead had been alerted for action early De- 
cember 5th and that Admiral Hart had avoided fleet 
concentrations any sort for several months previous. 
This contrast the situation Pearl Harbor! When 
hostilities commenced the Marblehead was anchor 
the harbor Tarakan Borneo. She was sent south 
where ships were being collected convoyed out 
the danger zone. Through December and January she 
cruised through the Timor and Java seas between the 
Netherlands East Indies and Borneo. She was sent 
several attacking missions but never got into action. Then 
early February she rendezvoused with combined 
Dutch-American fleet that was attack Japanese con- 
centration off the east coast Borneo. the fleet moved 
they were attacked bombers and the Marblehead 
sustained direct hits which killed and injured crewmen, 
tore away the fantail, pierced the hull, locked the rudder, 
destroyed the steering mechanism, wrecked communica- 
tions and lighting systems, and started fires. 
sinking, moving slowly tight circle, she should have 
been easy meat for the bombers. But she survived, cen- 
tered her rudder and steering means her engines, fled 
toward Java. Passing some miracle safely through the 
Lombok Strait, the vessel reached Tjilatjap. There they 
found inadequate drydock which served only show 
the extent the damage and that the ship was ready 
break two. few emergency patches were welded 
and the Marblehead set off for Ceylon since the Japs 
were now closing in. Leaving the harbor, tug-line broke 
and the ship was adrift mine field. When the tug 
backed retrieve the line collision ensued which 
breached the Marblehead’s only remaining watertight 
forward compartment. Still half-sinking, rudderless and 
without guns she made the trip Ceylon only find 
facilities available. Wéith jury-rigged apparatus which 
the men had been working constantly she made her way 
South Africa where emergency repairs were made. 
Still crippled and without guns she passed through the 
submarine menace the Atlantic return home. 
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This tale real bravery and heroism, ingenuity 
and resourcefulness, men and officers who loved their 
ship and refused leave her even when she was com- 
pletely disabled but, the face every imaginable 
obstacle, brought her back home. Officers and men alike 
gave everything they had and never despaired. Major 
attention centered upon the Captain and his officers 
but great deal credit given Clarence (Bull) 
Aschenbrenner and other members the crew. 
one however credited with performing his duty heroic- 
ally. certain amount profanity has crept into the 
story, there are suggestive and vulgar incidents, conversa- 
tions and songs, but the whole the book suitable 
for adults. 

Ziff, William The Gentlemen Talk Peace. 
millan. Nov. 14, 1944. 530p. $3.00. 


The gentlemen not only talk peace, they write 
also, interminably, seems. Mr. Ziff 


Mac- 


iff finds necessary 
lay the background for his discussion peace plan 
recounting the major events and discussing the major 
forces which have gone into the making the modern 
world. Much what has written has been gone over 
any intelligent person and great deal his material 
written style which erratic rather than brilliant. 
Mr. Ziff much taken with geopolitics and his work 
attempt analyze the world situation geopolitical 
terms land mass and population. Mass numbers and 
mass space believes will make for the power the 
future. Small states have place his system whatso- 
ever. The fact that small state might make contribu- 
tion greater cultural importance than large land mass 
does not disturb Mr. Ziff whit. Space alone can save 
nation, believes. Like most geopoliticians believes 
the concept living room which has delighted Herr 
General Professor Haushofer. Haushofer, Ziff believes, 
the power behind the Fuehrer, theory which has been 
rather generally discarded. 


Mr. own plan for the future Europe centers the 
cure Germany military state. Thus, discards 
all concepts advanced for the future treatment Ger- 
many. divide Germany. cannot legislate, 
police, educate, cow bribe Germany. Mr. Ziff suggests 
that Germany made into mandated area the bal- 
ance would then administered and 
policed Europe. believes should area with- 
out political rights. Education would under European 
commission. Complete demobilization, even the police 
force should practiced, believes. The industrial 
disarmament the Reich would follow. All coal and 
iron should removed from German jurisdiction. Mr. 
Ziff even introduces form biopolitics. German popu- 
lation outside Germany would returned Germany, 
even those the Trentino, whom Mr. Ziff forgets are 
Austrian, not German. There seems limit this 
sort foolishness the part Ziff. fact, all that 


recommends that the United Nations use the same 
policies toward Germany that the Nazis used. The end 
result Nazi policy was not successful Europe. Why 
Mr. Ziff thinks that great war should fought simply 
have German policies used the victors beyond the 
reviewer. This one book which the intelligent reading 
public can dismiss. 


James Eagan 
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